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TREATEDWOOD LINKSTRESTLESTO TRAILS

The Rii | s-to-Trai | s Gnser vancy pronot es t he
conver si on of abandonedrailroadcorridorsinto
recreationd tra lsadh kepathsfor pudic use
Incressi rgl y, treat edwoodi s pl ayi ngan
inportant rol ei ntheconstruction of nany of
theseprgects. Treatedwoodi s not only an
app qori ate buil dingnateri d fa thistypeof
constructi on, but it i sawseinwest naent because
treatedwoodw | | | ast for generati ons t o cone of
RilstoTrailsusers.

Recently, twoabandoned rai l roadtrestl es were
refurbi shed f a trail useinR erceGunty,

Veishi ngt on. Orer 15, 000 boar d f eet of GCA-
treated| unber andrail roadti eswereusedt o
restarethed | gp datedstruct ures.

Wthover 600trail sopenacrossthecountry
andover 600 noreonthedrawngboard, itis

thevisionof theRils-to-Trail s novenert t o
oneday beabl etotravel fromcoast tocoast
usirgral-trals...adtrestedwod
Tregter:
Vést er n VWood Preservi ng, Surmer, WA
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Consumer Notes

BEWARE! “TREATED TO REFUSAL” DOES
NOTMEETUBCREQUIREMENTS

V¢ have al | seenpressure-treat ed wood beari ng
thenark“Treatedto Refusal .” Sone may i nt er -
pretit tobetheul timtedegreeof protection, but
vhat doesit real |y nean?

Toproduce “Treatedt o Refusal ” nateria , the
nanuf act urer forces preservatives i ntot hewood
util it refusestoaccept anynore. |t nay neet
proper penetrati onor retentionfor itsintended
build ggpdicdion..a it naynot. Thetrea e
w | | not guaranteetheproduct’s perfornance, nor
w | theproduct bear thequal ity nark of anac-
credited ALSCagency. | nasense, theterm s
somevhat of a product di scl ai ner.

Therearesevera reasonswhy treaters chooset o
identifytreatedwoodi nthi s nanner. Those
factorsnayi nd uce:

e Hghnoi sturecontent i nthewood prior to
treatnent. Excessvater inthewodcel swll
prevent penetration of thepreservatives under
fressue

* H gh percent age of i npenet rabl e heart wood or
refract ory wood.

e Aspeci es, subspeci es, or speci es group of wood
recogi zedasdfficut totrea.

e Nbor i nproper i nci si ng per speci es’
spificaias.

e Insone cases, buyer swll actud | yspecifyit.

Ontrad orsthat useor ded ersthat sel | “Treat ed
toRefusal” nateri d couldbeinfor acoglylessm.
To conformwi ththerequi renents of the Lhi form
Bui | di ng Gde, treat edwod nust bear thequal ity
st anp of an accredi ted ALSCagency. Because
ALSCagenci es do not recogni ze “Treated t o
Refusal” as al gitinat estarda d theywl | nd
starpi t andtheaefore, thenat @i d isinviolation
of the UBC

Recertly, code officid s d scovered severd resi-
dertid projetsinAizmomwareinviol ai anof the
WBChecause “Treat ed t o Ref usal ” had been used
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i nconstruction. Brventhoughtheproj ects were
near conpl etion, thecontractors wereforcedto
tear donnthedwel lings andrepl acethe“Treat ed
toRefusal” naterial wthALSCqual ity stanped
treatedwood. . . an unf ort unat e and very expensi ve
nnst ake.

To hel pyour cust oner s avoi d such cost |y over -
sights, avoi dstocki ngor purchasing“Treatedt o
Refusal ” naterial . Qnpurchase orders and proj ect
speci fi cations, include “Treat ed wood nust be
identifiedwththequalitynarkof anaccredited
ALSCagency.” Renenfber, agency | ogos aret he
key t o neeti ngtherequi renents of the Lhi form
Bui | di ng Gode.

CODEOFFICIALS
LEARNWHAT TO
LOOKFORON
TREATEDWOOD

s 'H'Hll' ‘
i Induin

Gode of ficial s attendi ng | BOExpo’ 98i n San
O egovereeager tol earnwhat tol ook for on
treatedwood. I norder toneet therequirenents
of the Uhi formBui | di ng Gde, treat ed wood nust
beidentifiedwththequal ity narks of anaccred-
i ted ALSCagency.

In 1999, W¥ will introduce t he CheckMar k
Identification FRogramthat wll enabl e code
oficidsadaherstoread | yidetifyif trested
wood pr oduct s have been noni t or ed by an ALSC
accredted thirdpartyagercy.
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