QUALITY ASSURANCE

INTRODUCTION

The American Lumber Standards Committee (ALSC) is responsible for the oversight and
accreditation of third party inspection agencies for treated wood. In order to comply with the
International Building Code, treated wood must be marked with the quality stamp or end tag
of an accredited ALSC agency.

WWPI recognizes quality marks for treated wood are sometimes confusing with much
product information including proprietary brands, warranties, etc. To help clarify the situation,
WWPI created the CheckMark Identification Program to easily find and recognize the
various ALSC accredited agency’s trademarks. Look for the CheckMark [ on the stamp
or end-tag to quickly find the ALSC accredited agency’s logo.

The treating industry also produces products that do not require ALSC oversight; such
products include landscape timbers for non-structural applications, decking products which
carry their own manufacturer’s warranty, etc.

The American Lumber Standards Committee certifies three agencies that serve the West.
Those meeting the ALSC criteria include:
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Bode Inspection Canadian Softwood Timber Products Inspection
Inspection, Inc.

“Third party” agencies verify that pressure-treated wood was properly treated in accordance
with AWPA standards. Third party inspection is not mandated by law, but is necessary to
comply with the IBC. To be certain of receiving the treated wood that was specified, only
accept or approve treated wood with a quality stamp or end tag of an accredited ALSC agency.

INTERPRETING A QUALITY MARK
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DISCLAIMER: The Western Wood Preservers Institute believes the information contained herein to be based on up-to-date, scientific and economic information and is intended
for general information purposes. In furnishing this information, the Institute makes no warranty or representation, either expressed or implied, as to the reliability or accuracy
of such information; nor does the Institute assume any liability resulting from use of or reliance upon the information by any party. This document should not be construed as
a specific endorsement of warranty, direct or implied, of treated wood products or preservatives, in terms of performance, environmental impact, or safety. The information
contained herein should not be construed as a recommendation to violate any federal, provincial, state or municipal law, rule or regulation, and any party using or producing
pressure-treated wood products should review all such laws, rules or regulations prior to using or producing treated wood products.
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